
Hon. Steven E. Kirkland 

More than thirty years legal experience. 
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Sixteen years as a Trial Court Judge . 
T hree years as Arbitrator and Mediator of Business, Personal Injury, Employment and Family 
disputes. 
Two years as City Attorney for a small Texas city . 
Four years as Assistant City Attorney negotiating complex real estate and economic development 
transactions, drafting and interpreting city ordinances and managing litigation. 
Four years in private practice representing tort plaintiffs and small businesses . 
Eight years as in-house counsel for an international oil company providing representation in many 
legal areas emphasizing negotiation and drafting of transaction documents, litigation 
management, representation before regulatory agencies and compliance counseling. 
Eleven years lecturing on Communication law areas of first amendment, copyright and privacy . 
Ten years volunteer and professional non profit real estate development. 

Experience includes presiding over more than 900 jury trials, direct and oversight responsibility in areas 
of environmental claims and regulatory compliance, transportation safety, bankruptcy and litigation. 
Considerable experience in real estate and community development. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

CITY ATTORNEY, CITY OF NACOGDOCHES 2021-2023 

Advised City Council and City Manager on all aspects of City Government including compliance with the 
Texas Open Meetings Act, Public Information Act, and the numerous procurement statutes. Managed 
investigation of embezzlement and termination of long term police chief. Negotiated plan for sale of a 
portion of water supply system. Drafted and negotiated all City Contracts, created a contract library for 
departments to utilize for routine matters. Handled claims by and against the City. Prosecuted cases in 
municipal court. 

JUDGE, 334th JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 
JUDGE, 2151H JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

2017- 2020 
2009- 2012 

Elected November 2008 to serve as Judge of the 2151h Civil District Court in Harris County Texas. 
Elected November 2016 to serve as Judge of the 334th Civil District Court in Harris County Texas. 

District Courts are courts of original jurisdiction handling all matters not specifically assigned to other 
courts by the Texas constitution. These courts had a docket of 1700+ cases, ranging from complicated 
commercial contract disputes to tax delinquencies to personal injuries in an auto accidents. In addition to 
adjudicatory duties, I chaired the rules and special dockets committees of civil board of judges and served 
as the Civil District Court Representative to the JIMS Executive Board which oversees the Information 
Technology Assets of the Justice System. 

CITY OF HOUSTON LEGAL DEPARTMENT - Houston, Texas 2013 - 2017 

Senior Assistant City Attorney -- Assist the City's Chief Development Officer and City Attorney in 
determining the appropriate development tools to use for economic development projects. Assist in 
documenting projects and navigating bureaucratic and/or legal challenges to accomplishing the projects. 
















